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ArOLCGIA FRU VITh...

Ferfection, as the rhilosopher had it
in James Stephans' delightlul fantgsy
Ihe Crock of Geld. 1s fimality; fimality
§s death; nothing i3 perfect, In the
case of VECTLR this appears to have had e
ring of swlul truth. Hewiog finally
achiovel the diatinction of getting into
print, and having a;peared to be on the
very brink of produeing that ane
definitive perfect 1ssve, printing
problems aixd lass of communication in the
chain of comnend brought us to our knees,
Qur apologles to sll our faithful resders.

For this lssue our lead item i=
Jomn-Henri Holmberg’s article aon the
award-wioning Ursula LeGuin novel The [aff
Hapd of DParkpess. Thia nowel contimes
10 arsuse controversy, amd the critiques
scem to be as waried in attitude as the
eritiecs. Syt even to casual resding it
is apparent that Piss LeGuin's world of
Uethen owas certain fegtures to
Scandinavia, a0 that this view from
Stackholm should be of particular interest.
In our next fssue a major articla on the
stories of Cordwainer Smith i» plamed, ac
keep your fingers crogssed,

In the meantime, T wouli like to
commant on another book, a book which
seems to have been quobted recantly on every
occasion on which people have spoken of the
high class of science Fiction being writtan
ocutaide science fiotion,..

ART, DAMMED ART

Having been accu=ed (by Tony Sudbery,
in SCECULATION 26, among others) of &
cartain lack of literary terspective (in
thinking P. &. Dick greater than Heinlein

vectored

~ that's whst rankles!), the hook that 1
have chosen Tor this term, dlass, ia
¥ladimir Nebokov's latest - ids
(Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1969).

Nobody, I trust, is going to suzgest that
Nabokoy is 11literste, wmorthy of our
exanination.

But Adg does, T feel, ralee eertain
queations gbout the relationship between
our genrs and tos world outaide.

It has been apparent et least since
such stories aa "Lance" (Ngbokey's 2 .
Panguin, 1950) that Kabokov occasional i?
uses science Tiction technlijues, even il
he has a (periwps justifiable) contampt
of what he calls "phypics—fiction®. Ada
ia - among other thinpgs - a sclance
fiction novel.

Tou might have missed that in the
advertising.

But what elss are you going to call
a nowel which, set i1 a North America
inhabited by & pre-levolution rusalan
Aristocracy, has transeAtlantic airlines
and a Channel tunnel before 1900, end in
which electricity in its various
manifeatgtions has been banned before the
story opens, eirea 18507

Being Nabokov, t.is parallal world is
nevar sxplained. Tt aimgly Ls. e get
glimpees of our own world - Terra - as the
fragmente] dreanm of Heaven in daranged
minde. But for the most part Nabokov
takes delight in confasing parallela =
making Tehecholf writa Tae Four Sistem
with 1ts charactera draaming of the high
life 4n the sapital - Moscow, Id. Or,



uaing Vinland a2 an esoteric variant of
Aperica, he will gull you into thinkicg
that it wma toe Vikings sll along, so
casually turning it that you might cisa
the reference that the discoverer of the
continant was, after all, named Vinlander.
Ada abomvly in this sorl of wordplay.

It abomeds in oost of the thirgs trat
Nabokov daligits in, It is an intellecte
val enteriaimment of the level of Pale
Firs, a curicus obaessional luve siury
ke , 2% eulijelevel as The
Life of Sepestian Koizhy. as fantastic aa
Invitgtion Lo a Beheadini. It L3 even a
Rus=ian emigré novel like The aift. It
¢ontaine butterflies and the Ruasig of ais
childheo!, uid the Aserica aof his
mturity, It carries on extansive
suerrila sarfare agalnst Freud, while it
is almys dangerous ta resd too auch of an
aithor 4nto his work, I suspect that there
ia a very great desl of Nabokov in 3da.
And on this level, 1 think that is
Nabokav'a most succesful novel to date.

Syt In this case what are we Lo pake
of the fact tuat “Ada®, besides being the
mame of the lercine, 13 also used to mean
hell? 4And is it mere mischiel trat bring
in the suggestion that this world is
Demonia?

To answer tiat, 1 think ore zust look
at the reason Ralokov chose Lo use &
tantasy setting for his novel. Tuwanrds
uve end I asked myzelf wilch s7 novel this
one reminded me of, aAnd the answer -
Milip Dick's [ie May In The Ljxh sastie.
Somewhere, at the very roots of boti, ia a
fuestion about the nature of reality.

hell, nT AGATH

Nabokoy has had a tendency in all hia
books to auggest that reality 1s a
fragnentary thing, evanescent it the best
of times. He will (lay uaues wdth his
art, tut if you get toc serious he will

remdnd you that this is, after all, only
a fragrent of his fmaginition. In the
end i1t will ot matter wery smich.

Eizh C
are I:l:th ahc»l!. he. - and Lhe "hel
both cases 1o revealed Lo be one of
unreality (altcat g theclociceal
definition}, dut iy Dick's noval ir is an
extarnal ont which the characlers endure
and ip whish they wmaintain their soula at
least, In Nabokuv's case thie external
clrcumstanoca are sore pleasant, but the
hell {s an inter.al one - altimately of
anptinens - a4 one woidera whether the
characters have any souls of their own at
all, or whether they are just jretiy
mainted parterns lixe outterfiies,

ilip Jiek, on Lhe olrer hani,
scems to me wuch more concsrned that
realicy is somethine Lhat we can meddle
with 30 easily = particularls in [he
Pemmltiagle Lruth a1’ Tis Three Sbignaby
of Uglrer —ld-iter. This, and his
ultipn te opticise that we sre able, 4ome-
how, to survive, sees o me to give Oick
an odge over the other in auntent.

"Mt even cnnsiderisg, 1 cean
it's & sort of bad heginning, we're
not doing toc bad. So I personally
have faitn that even in this lousy
situation wa're taced with we can
make it. You get me?"

{The Iixge Stizmata of Lalescr idjeiteh)

Don't get me wrong, 1 kaow a lot
of people think that Dick never lad
that much content. Lven I de not think
he succeeds all the time. Nabokoy ia
incomparably tne Setter artist - for
artistry there are pronanly not oore than
two or trree writers Lare and row to touch
him (curfously, in oy 1ist, those two or
thres have all written af at one time or
another, cutside the field), But I am
noi mure that in the last gnalysia tmt
artistry is not hollow.



Mot that content need necassarily
mann comitment, The world isn't that
oimple, I fcel, however, that that
content i3 important, aml that of in ita
botter momsnts has tried to recognise it,
even 1f 1ts record mat of the time has
been one of fallure,

~ Bob Parkinson
BEST OF SF EXHIBITION

5 Exhibition opana at the Albemarle
treet premises of the National Boak
SPECULATION I Leagus, May 17th for two weeks, after

which it will go to the Birmingham and

Midlenda Inatitute for the Speculatjon TI

Following laat year's succesful Conference. It 13 planned to take the

Speculation conferance, and his recent exhiblition later to Stratholyde University
success with Zzatercen 0. Peter Weston i1a and to Oxfard, and posaibly elsewwra.
again organising m Specnlatjon conferance Urganisers gre Ken Bulper and George Hay,
in 3irmingham on Saturday, 12th June, 1971. sponsored by the Sciance Fiction Foundation.
James Blish, Joun Brunner and Phillp Strick
will be star turns.

In addition there will be a con-current
exhibition of the "deat of SF*, a selection
of bocks and material presentad by the
National Sook League and the Scieme Pictian
Foundation.

The conference W1l be held at the
Biringham and Midland Inatitvte, snd
tickets are available from tha Secretary,
BMI, Margaret Street, Miminghm 2, st
£1.25, which includes full lunch.



DARKNESS: COLD AND LOVE

John-Henri Holmberg

Thers are many ways to approach a
novel and to understand it. You c¢an read
1t as & stary, ot off from reality and
fros everyday life. You ¢an try to
interprat it allegorically, trying to find
the common traits which exist both in our
own tine and in the imagined world of the
book, Tou can resd it a® purd myth, as a
creation of the imagination whers certain
eleents, certain ideas or emotiond have
aame sort of timelesasnass and truth,

It might be 23id that e novel whieh
can ba read in oore ways thar one and
wtidch doss not loose any of its eppeal io
the procass is e sore worthwhile, more
caaplex and resarding nowsl thao one hich
can be appreclated only fraw & set point
of view,

In this way, it might be argued that
much 8clence iction ia superior to other
Tforms of entertairment fiction. Selance
fiction doaa possess e strongly mythical
elemsent; it can be read as adwenture
rapance, bt 4l4o ad a comsantary on the
thinga we beliave to be important, such as
faitn to ideas, a longing for the uninown
and & Queat towarda a higher lavel of
understarding. Of cowrsa, in the same
way it could be ergued trmt tiw wild wast
novel and fils hsve createad a comparable
mythos, giving the wild west epoct. a
sharply stylized, epic form.

AL any rate, one of the moat powerful

science fietion novela I have read was
Published in 1969 by Ace in the United
States, and by MacDonald in Britain. It
i3 The Left Haod of Uackness by Ursula
Kroaber LeQuin: 4t 13 4 book full of

eyth, ellegory and poetry, and in several
ways it 16 unique in sclence fiction,

Tne novel has an epic width which I
find strangely effective; 1t is
convincing, overwhelming and suprieingly
moving, Together with Miss leGuin'a
throo sarlier af novels (logannop‘s %r_}g.

gﬁ_ ty g{ Il]ysiona
2‘;& sg {orms part of @
complex, growing erd manyfaceted ploture
of a wery diatant Tuture., Each novel
presonta a naw central ciaracter, a new
milleuy, but the backiround remains the
sema md Zrows continucualy more sharply
dotatled end balievable. TIhe Lelt Hand

Deringse ie acted againat a backatage
zi infinite space and a wealth of worlds
bound loosaly togather within a trede
federatiem. The few glimpaes given of
this background are fascinating and wsll
axecuted, but the foous 18 alumys kept to
the two cantral charagters, Ganly Ai, tha
first man ta try to convince the monarchs
&f tha elmost unknown world Gethen to Join
the federation of worlda, ard Therem
Estreven, & nobleman of Gethen.

There are parts of this book which
should be studied carefully by other sf
suthors, One such pert is the skillfull



insertion of tha background information
into a story which never falters, never
loto oft while the reader is informed of
things necessary to an underatanding of
what 1s happening. Ainother aspect of the
novyl i3 the part played by love and
friendship. 4n important fagtor in the
soclaty Miss Laluin ¢reates is the seaxual;
the people ob Gethan are neither men nor
wopen; thay are endeogynes, sexless for
most of their lives and wth the ability
to adapt oithar male or famals characters
iatics during the short fertile pericda,

Thie theme Ursuls LaGuin trests
convineingly, humanly and unsensationally,
samethiing which very few othar sf writers
have been wdble to da. The few othera who
have even tried writing about lave have
done #c either by describing it in e
round-about way whidch has often been 3o
ambiguous as to became ridiculous, or in &
"modern™ way aeemingly designed to show
off the writer's daring by an smple shower
of four-letter words, The sexual thema
of Lofy Hand ?m 18 a3 self-
h‘ig%n’t and !.npdrsrm 48 any osther aspect
of the pecple in the story, end Miss Leluin
treata it in the ssme way as any other
part of har book: simply, lucidly,
campaasionataly. In this way she sieands
torth 45 a substantially more mature
;vrl.;cr than modt otlers within the af
ield.

Furtharmore, The t Hand
Darkogea ia mnam&i %‘ry rare in af: an
almost pure character novel, ‘Two humene:
Genly Al1, the meissary, and Therem
Eatraven, the Gethsnian nodlewan, are
continuously the centre of the novel and
their thoughts, thair dreams end different
peraobalitizs are what mattars in this
book, not the eéxperisnces they have.
world of Gethen, which ia also celled
dinter, is perfect to the smallest detail:
it becames 3o real, so canvineing that it
muat be regarded aa one of the most
improssive feats of creation within af -
aside from Frank Herbert's Dupe and

Ths

Hal Clement's Mipaion of I oan
remember no othwr 3f nowels sa minutaly,
cansistantly and logically depicting an
imaginary world and sccisty. 2ut in
contrast escecially to Misgjon of Qrawity,
the carefully worked cut culture making up
the acens for the ectlons of the main
charactera 18 not tha imfortant thing in
The Left Hasd of Darkresn; it is only s
projection, and ita real deptn is
disclosed only in the way» in whieh it
affocts the paople whe make this atory,

The protagonist of Ursuls LaGuin's
novel ia Genly A1, an emissary of the
interstol lar federstion called the Ekumen,
His aission is to contact again the pecple
wno long before the decline of the Earth
snpire many thousand yoars sarlier had
baen aent to colonise Winter. The novel
treces 41'a vialt to the monarchy of
Karhide, ruled by the mad king Argaven.
One of the moat influential of the king's
asdvisore ia Therem Harth rem ir Estravan,
the atiwr contral character of the bodk,
Eatpaven has tried to win the regent's
favour for Af, but fails as he is
cutaaneuvred in a politisal coup and has
to leave the country., In time, Ganly AL
follows him to tha bordaring dictatorahip
of Orgoreyn, there to try to convincs
tiose in power to join the Zkumen. But
again il and Estraven fail, ard now they
raturn to Karhide gcross the Gobrin, an
enarmous Anland glacier which they crowa
on foot during w painful journey which 12
the climax of tha noval, Up tha ice,
they are foreed oloser to saah otrer:
Jenly 41 hae to underetand hie own
distrust of Estraven, has to understand
the strangeneas and the atrenger, wnd in
the same way Estraven's stititudes towards
Al are subjeat to great strain, Their
two culiures, backzrounds and perscpale
ities meot and must be edjusted to each
ather or be dastroyed in the iea and the
darknoow.

They reach Karhide, but Therem
Eptraven is killad by frontier guarde



since ha has been disomned by tha king.
This time, venly Al’s wission 1s succealul,
Karhide decides to join the Elumen, but the
novel 3oesn't end with Genly ai's triumph
bt with his visit to cstraven's one parent
and ¢hildt

"You crossed the Gobrin les
together, 'Sarve demanded, 'you and he?!

e did.!

*¢] ahould like to hear that tale,
my Lard Envoy,' eaid uld Esvans, very
caln. But the boy, Therem's son, osid
stammering, 'Will you tall us how he
diled? - Will you tell us ebout Lhe
ather worlda cut sacng the atara - the
other kinds of men, the othwr lives?'"

So the baok eods, it not the story of
Genly Al nor that of the Exumen he serves.
The story of Therem Estraven is complated,
and perhaps ne 13 the real hero of the
novel: the thin, aristocratic stranger
from anotter world and g strange culture
who bacomes Jenly 4i's friend through that
cold and dark journey. Although the book
is to0ld by Ai, and although he is the
formal protagonist, Therem Harth rem ir
Estraven domingtes the atery. Ha is the
power behind 41, the man who forces those
who make decisions to Llaten ta the worda
of the onvoy,

Shifgrethor i3 one of the most
important of thase gnventions wrddh govern
1ife in Karhide, Ursulg LeGuin demcnatra-
tes how shifgrethor works, how it aubtly
introduces disbelief and waryness betwesn
Genly A1 and those who try to help him, tut
she never gives a literal translation of
the term. i‘erhaps because nope is
possible; shifgrethdr means many thinga,
and mmong them are such concepts as
consideration, integrity, respect, delicacy,
a)l formalized and rituaslized to the point
where personal relations become a dance
with predetermined tours of aubtle hints,
halfmouthed warnings and counasls, unspoken
suggestions, To directly tell scpacme how
to act would be to hurt his shifgrethor;

to ask someone what he means would be to
burt his. In this way misunderstanding
and suspicion is created.

In thia way also the events result-
ing in Genly Ai's being taken 1o tha
Fulefen Farw, a "voluntary work camp®
among many in Urgoreyn, come about.
Estreven has convinced some of the
thirty-throe Cammensals of Crgareym to
hel; A3 convince the Lommenaal assembly
that they should seek mambership in the
Ekumen, But those intending to help Al
st last find themselyes foreed to disown
hin, and they leave him te hia enemies,
who send him to rulelan, Estraven
triea to wvarn him, but his respect for
Al's shifgrethor makes his warnings
osaningless allusions; 4instead, ha is
forced to help AL escape {rom the camp.
It 48 at thia point that Ai's distrust
of Estraven reaches its ;eak, in the end
to be turned into friendshdp and love.

In the first
are introduced to

chaptar of the book we
Estraves, weoly Al
is present at the ceramonial opening of
& new bridge, and in kils capacity as
edviser to the king, Estraven is also
preaent:

*diping sweat from niy dark
foraheqd the man - gag I must say,
having said he and his = the man
angwara, "Very-lonz-ago a keyatona
wat alwaya set in with a morter of
ground bones mixed with blood.
Human bones, human blood. Without
the bleadband the arch would fsll,
you sea, de use the blood of
snimals, trese days.'

"So he often apeak:, ‘rank yet
cautious, ironic, as if always
aware that I see and Judge as an
alien: a singular asarsness in one
of mo ieclate a ruca and so high a
rank. He is one of the most power-
ful men in the country; I a» not
sure of the proper historieal



h
M

WR_

&quivalent to his position, vizier or prime
minister or councliltlor; the Karhidish word
for 1t means the King's Ear, de 1a Tord
of a Yomain and lord of the Kingdam, a mover
of pgreat events, His rame is Therem Harth
rem 1y Zetraven.”

Farenthically, the atyle in tnis and the
previous quotation 1s typica) of Ursuls leGuin'a
novel. Her prose 1s controlled, meaguved, hut
at the same time supgestive, melodious and often
poetical. The poatic quality is attained by
the alow, swooth mudulstion, an almost
impereeptible turn to the unexpected word, the
exactly right phrase giving an overtone of
lyrical manyfoldness. The best word I know to
deacribe Miss Taiuin's style 14 the miaused and
almost undefinable "pegutiful," She writes
beautifully, captivatingly, with great
conviction ard greabk tatent, and her woria
create a compreased, sntrancing mood and a elear,

convincing stwonpiners of the places
and the world she writes about,

*hven whan he was very ill
and weak, the first days after
our escare, he hid hia faca
from me whon he wept. Heasons
personal, ractal, macial,
sexual - how can 1 guess why Al
nust nat weep? Yet his name
i» a cry of pain. For that I
first eought him cut in
Ehrenrang, a long tios ago it
socnd now; hearing talk of
‘an alian® I asked his name, and
heard (or answer a cry of pain
from a human thraat ecroas the

night. Now he sleeps, His
arms trewble and btwiteh,
muscvlar fatigue, Tha world

around ue, 1o and rock, ash
and snow, fire and dark,
trembles and twltches and
mutters. Looking out a minute
agoe I saw the glow of the
volcane as a dull red bloam on
the belly of vast clouds over—
hanging tha darkness.®

Tharam Estraven writes in hia
noteboak during the andlsss, inhuman
Jjourrmy acrova the Gobrin glacler
where ha and 44 find humanity in
each athar; or ratper, where &l
(inda warwth and pain even within
Estraven, the cold amd abatruse
androgyne who “laft his face in
shadow; & dark face alwnys
shadowed”, ‘4t Ursulas Lawin
wishes %W expreas in ner book might
bo a very simple thing, such as tnis:
what binds men togebior is imporlant,
while that which Separates them - be
it physical or payechiec — 19 nqaterial.

What finally forces Al to
surmount his auapiciocuanaes tawards
Estraven is naither hia help nor hia
strength, neither Eslraven's leat to
reacua Al from the Pulafen Farw nor
bils courage to travel with 4% on a
Journay doomed already from Liw start



towards Karhide wiere Eatraven ia
prosaribed, but his wmakness. Even
Eatraven 11 wvunerable, in & painful end
NuMAD WAY .

Keomer i the neme glwven to the
short, eoxually active pericd which tha
paople on Gethan enter with regular
intervals. When two pereons both claae
to thair kemmaring cycla meat and dacide
to apend the cycle together, they decide
betwean themselvea shich one of thes shall
bo male; if one of t &m haw gone furtrer
into his kemwer than the other and already
haa taken on Lhe charaeteriatica of ona
aax, the othar fits higsalf to him,

On the uobrin lce Estraven and a4
axperience this tension, this painful
pnase of interwe sexual tenaion which
accompanies kaumer.

"It seaned toms, and I think to
hio, that 1t was from that sexual
tension detwsen us, sdmilted now and
underetood, but not assuaged, that
the great and aiddan sasurance of
friendship batwean us rome: a friem-
ship 30 much neaded by us both in our
exile, amd already so well proved in
the days and nights of our ttter
Journsy, timt it might a» well bs
called, now as later, low., Mt it
was froc the difference batwas: us,
not from tha affinities and likensd=
303, tut fran tim diffarence, that
that love came: and it was itself
ths bridge, acroas what divided us.
For us to paet sexuslly would be for
us to meat oncs aore a3 allans. We
had touched, in the only way wa csuld
touch. ~o left it at that. 1 do
not know 1f we were rignt.*

Whan Eattaven hat mastered the
limited form of telepathy whien 4§ is able
1o toach bim, tha laat tarriers batween
tham fall. Not camplately, (or noe huammn
being is aver able to etand neked end
alone to somsone olae, tut as far ¢s it s

at all poasible to give of oneself to any
dther, they do 30, and their underatand-
ing is enrichad by thair complete
lonslinesa and alienness.

But Zatraven's love for Ganly Al is
dasper than usual; it becames his love
for the only poople he haa ever lawed, his
brother Arek who ia lang dead, snd his
kenmaring, Foreth rem ir Csboth, ard w0
their child, the young Sorws, This
4dentification of 4% with drak is some-
thing vhich is brought about by the first
"wrda® 1i speaks to Estraven in the
"eilent language"; aa their thoughts
meot, Estraven axpariences Al'a voice ao
that of hie brother.

The title of the novel Ursuly LaGuin
has taksn from e poem wich she leta
Eptraven reander in tiw boaks

*lagmt 13 the left hand of
darinsne
And daricwss the right hand of light.
Two are ane, life and death, lying
Togather like lovers in keomer,
Like handa jolned tozetiar,
Like the end and the way.®

Those linas are purt of the literature
drugted by tha sany henddareta, those
injtiated to the Handdara. Handdara is
tha closest thing to s religion, s
philasephy or en ethic Ursula leGuin
depi¢ts in her novel,

Handdgra is e raligion without
institutions, wdthout priests, hierarchy,
without any articles of faith or rituals;
1t 49 aanifest only in the Pastnemses
scattored acruss Karhide, places whare
poople are walocoms for a day or a life-
time, where they are given & new view of
existance, s fesling of the onenass and
commnion of life and existaencas,

49 most highborn Xarhidiana, Eetraven
han studied tha llanddare, and perhaps part
of hia lonadiate knowdledge of Genly 4i's



humanness and loneliness stems from his
ability Lo see the alfinity in all lifae.

The only ritual 1n the Handdara is

that sccompanying its prapheta, pacple who
by negring themselwvea to the oneness which
is the asart of al} alac can prophesy part

of the futurs., Genly Al has put a

quaation to the seers of the .wnidara, who

let their thoughts and emctions (low
together, forming a powerful net of
fenaitivity atretching through time and
space:

*Hours and seconds passed, the
moonlight shone on the wrong wall,
theres was o moonlight only dark-
ness, and in the cantrs of all
darkness Paxe: the Weaver; a
wamn, 3 Wman dressed 1n light,

The 11t was silver, the silver ama

arnor, an ermared womzn with a sword.

The light burned sudden and
1intolershle, tha light along her
Lmba, the fire, and she screamed
almd in terror aod pain, ‘Yes, yea,
yesl'

So the quastion of whether in five

yeara Gethen w411 be one of the wrlda
fo the Ekuoan is answerad. But the road

Lo the realizstion of this anawar 43 st111

long and filled with difficulties;
Estraven ard Al must atill eat ocut om
thad r Journey scross the glacler. It ia

maaningless Lo ask how Wk future w1l be,

since even if tha knowledge 13 given the
acta that make the mnawer posaible must
9till be carried out.

In this way Winter is created in the
novel: it dacames a world of loneliness

and 108, of strangera who are still human,

of darkness, inscrutability and lova,
The background is ready, 34 the enwoy
Genly Al and tho ardrogyne Treran Harth
res ir Estraven can begln they journey
acroas the Jobrin glacier:

"imed of us, cleared and
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rovealad by the sape vast sweep of
the Wlnd, lay twiated valleys,
hurdreds of faet balow, full of ice
and bouldera, Aeross thoae vallays
& great wall atood, a wall of ice,
and eataing our eyea up and atill up
to the rim of the wall we sew the
Ice itaelf, tha Cobrin Clacler,
blinding end horizonlesa to tha
utmoat north, a white, = white Um
eyes could not look on...

"We stowed the wheels, uncapped
the sledge-runnars, put on our skis,
and took off - down, north, omward,
into that silant vastness of fire
and ice that said 1n enormoun
latters of black and white DEATH,
DEATA writtan right across a
contdnent. The sledge pulled like
a teathor, and we laughed with joy.*

Toe laky and of Qarknees 1e ¢ ool
equally 1ight and dark. Genly A1 end
Estraven find their friendanip, tut anly
whan the glienesa batween them has
brought them to the brink of e
catastropha. Tt lives only in the threat
fram tha furiocus glacier, and it dies
with Eptraven as they reach thelr
destination: and perhape this is naceo-
sary within the framework of the novel,
because the ioportanmt thing isn‘t love
or friendahlp or lumanity, tut the
¥nawledge tiet thase attributes can
exiat, that they haven't disappeared 1n
the wold ard the chasm. Neither doas
it watter what happens to A1 or Eatreven
onge they finished their journwy they
aave reachad their understanding under
the atars above the Sodrin Ice, end what
{3 done to tham gfterwards is immater-
1al. "It io good to have an emd to
Journéy tovarda; but it i3 the journsy
that matters, i the em.*

And they lfinie> their journey and
reach the border of Karhide, and the
banned Eatraven who has twice siven hia
country and his career for Genly Al now



gives his 1ife for him as he ie discoversd
by the guards in the hame country ha no
longer has the right to live in:

"Hs wam dying when I got t6 hims,
sprawled and tudoted awmy {rom his
skis that atuek up out of tha mnow,
hie chzet half shot away. I toek hie
head in my arms and spoks o him, but
ke never answered me; only in e way
QW he answer my love [or him, erylng
out thraugh the sllent wrack and tumult
of hin mind a9 conscicusnsss lapasd, in
the unspoksn tongua, once, clearly,
‘Arek:' Then no more. 1 held hm,
crouching there in the snow, wrile hs
disd, The let me do that. Then
they mades me got up, and tosk me off
one way and him another, I going to
prisen and he into the dark,*

S0 their journey scress the Gobrin
glacisr ands,  Perhaps destn is inevitatle,
hecauss Lim love that has 2rowd batwesn
Senly AL, the snwoy from tha sters, ard
Tharer Eatravan, tha earthbound ardrogyma,
mst remain ispéssible, unfulfilled. The
chasm batween two ways of life, two cultures,
two humans of di{Ierent races tecomes 8o
grest wnd can be bridged only when it haw
grown to be the chasn between living and
dead, The cold and dark of Winter which
is that of the human soul is relessad in
love, byt only during tha secord precesd-
ing the last ¢old, the eternal dark,

= JohneHenpi Hclmberg




SF IN THE CLASSROOM

John Crompton

Edght years ago T happened tu open
the collaction of ehort atories prescribed
for a fourteen year ¢ld class in a grammar
achool, shere 1 taught English, as luck
would have 1t, at a sciance (iction story.
As luck would have it further, my reading
of the story ta the class took exactly the
thirty-five minputes of the lesaon: by tim
time the bel) went the ¢lsts was leaning
across the iesks in anguiahed consentrat-
ion of an intensity 1 had not achieved vis
Jane Auster or Katherine Mansfield,

The story was The 2uum by Artour
Porges, a neat fable about a prospector in
Yorth Azerica belng pursued by a machine
left behind at li.e time of the dinosaurs
by an alien wisit collecting speciemens of
esarthly life. The man eaploys every
ingenious trick he cap devise to destroy
or ascape the Tuuwo; Wt 1t catches him in
the and -~ and then relsases hin because
the three day pursuit has lowered hia
weight below the limit the ruum ia
programmed to selact.

Now 1 had myeel( & passion for sf
(fired at the age of fiftesn by
A. 2, vanVogt's Tha Voyage of the Spgee
Beaygla), so I rad napes of making converts
of my ¢lasa and followed up the ruum udth
a series of af worka at dlscreet intervals,

I trid Gity and the Stars, 4. C.llarke,
one of my Tavourites - and 1t wm> not a
success. I triad Childhood's End a year

latar an the sane bays and girls, wdth no
luck. Henry Kuttner's Eury fared no

better. Instead I was asked to order in
John Wyndham, and, againat my principles,
I oviiged. hs Qe of the Teiiliga wnt
down very well, Thg Kpghksn Wgkea nat so
well, much to my disappointment because I
think §t a better book. The Mjdwich
Cygkooa was much mora anthuajzstically
received,

Meamiile T was trying the stuff out
on other classes, of coursa, and discovered
to my suprige that the twelwe and thirtesn
year olds chimed witn the opinions of the
fourteen and [ifteen yasr olds. The WA
of the dorlds and The Tima & were ao
popuiar as Wyndham, while the material !
thought was most atimulgting and up-to-
date, culled fram tha pages of NOw ALRLIS
and ASTUMNDING evoked only polite interest.

it this point I moved to an ali-girls
school, and otarted again with my ratler
undirectsd attempta to prosyletise and
resesrch what sf waa acceptabls. The
girls, from twelve to slxteen, unerringly
choge (guess what) Wyndham and Wells;
and resporded wery well to Ray Bradbury,
Aplsov, Clarke, Heinlein, Sturgeon were
nowhere. The Silwar Lo and The
Seeds of were gure-fires lessan
lesson matarial any day of the week.

I was, et the time, too new to teach-
ing still, and too close to what 1 was
trying o do, to drew tie cuncluaions I
shall shortly relate, even vhen the nem
book in "Genarsl Studiea™ in the sixth forw



gave mo the chance to try to sell af to
savanteen and eighteen yeaar olda for an
hour and & twlf & weok., Theee older
girls were reedy for Fohl and Kornbluth,
Sturgeon, Brian ildiss {iicihouse was a
succens) and even Blioh and Sallard. The
fach was that some ptill hankered after
‘#ells and Wyndliam - and I gratified tham
a3 vest I could, hidiug, I hope, my
condeacending fesling that they cught to
have put away childish things. The mors
maturm young women avidly discussed The
Space Merclaotd and The Siren» of Titan.

Being also & strong advocata of
"ereative writing” as part of ihe Englien
course, I had long since tried to induce
the cumposition of sf stories fram all wy
classes.
ing. Tht lew who avoidad the "after-the
bomb® (ormat used the "fnvaslon by BEM'
cliche, and those who did seem to do
giving the stuif ¢ new tedet usually
turned out w have obtulned a copy af Ing
?p;;m @l FANTASY & SCIEWCE FICTION that

had not esen. In othsr words what I
rocaived a3 hanework was vaually Wells and
Ayndras and Aradbury reheahed., well, one
should not expect too mmich — and the
atories themselves were often fiftéasn
pages long and nad had mweh time and
loving care besiowad on bhen. Which was
gratifying. The airls slways provided s
hardsome harm who dafeatsd s BEMS by a
marvelous mixture of intallect and
phyaidua; and the boyn alsmys provided a
rugged hero who defsated thwm by quick
thinking and judo. &t fiftean Lhe girle
intratuced Ramance, 1.2, thewselves, and
at slxtzen the boys introduced mex, i.e.
wiah lulfilwent, and rovoaled theraby u
diaturbing ajuaintance of ths works of
Hank Jansen,

Howmdays 1 work 1n a teachera' train-
ing collese, ahere ay Englian colloaguas
deaplee 5l [ar not being oincerrmd with tha
examination and portrayal of asvery laat
nuance of its characters’ slightest
emotlons; and my science collsagues

This nad proven very disappoint—
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despise It (or not heing proper science,
ind tha students, all over eightesn, will
eitier confess to a now dead intecest or
atate a total and indiffercnt ignorge.
Just a few, all men, will eagerly discuss
with one, over the 2offee, their reactinnsg
w Cag's o or Slaughteriouse Yiye or
whiclewr baok 1 have recently arde

inte the Lidbrary. This select group
conaists entirely of arts and F.E.
atudenta and {t» mambera will buttonhole
cach ouer end mo on sight, eyes apleam
with fanatical canviction, ready to talk
for houra, Calgh 22, Swift, Hpsselgss
and Cabell are davoured with the sams
fervour as Vonnegut.

] bellave that this limlted ¢xperlence
of mine, of young propla's reaction to af,
has certain implications for parents and
tagciera - and the future readership of
the fiald. Children enjoy fantasy amd
laaginative worhs, po lung as thay cen be
rolatad to ths children’s pwn experience.
Walle and ayndhas start with & world naar
wnough to Lim (amillar; and the tranait—
ion to a situailon, local or global, in
which the ususl becomes the incredible is
aradual, logical and eaay to follow,
Prdlosophy 13 bayqnd the thirteen or
fourteon yesr old, 30 he rejects Lha writer,
such as Clarka, wrose szituations require s
too radical suspenzion of disbelief amd tha
imposaltlon of koo disturtang new ways of
viswing a universe they ire nol vet
familiar wdth In 1ts convantional (erms.

8y saveantoen or eightcon, sdalescents
arw roady for fiction that demands the
leap fram tha wurndane, now familiar
enough, world inw» space, & Arocyon, Titan
and the future. Thoae still not
propared far trte vltiomte “Let's ;retend’
{let'n preterd that Lne world is nut a3 we
Lhink w know it) stay with the mare
cavticous bending of the rules.

1 mhould nave realized this =imple
matter of progression long since - and not
triad to hurry my charges intc the adult



world too fast.
lecturer kaows that tihe materisl preseried
to children must be only & 1litkle beyond
their current stage of developwent; and
thal nome children will not pro~reas fur-
ther than sawe particular point(s)
peculiar to tnamselves. It is not
suprising that Clarke was too much far the
younger teoragera.

Than why did they accept Ihe Tiae
Machine, which seems to me to be much aore
complex and demanding than John Ayndham?

There sre acveral answers to this; the
aimplest beiny, peérhaps, that ay own
enthuslasm and admiration for this atory
pickad the pupils up and carried thex
along, in tne way that au(ficient commit—
Tent (ram the Lescher often do=a, 3t a
more likely reason 1s thet despiLe the
atrangenasa of the world of the Elol and
Morlocks, we s#e averyLhing through the

eyes of mn 293entially human Time Travellar

and out identdfication with Nim carrics us
into the future via the resasummce of his
contemporary persmnality, There ia even
& toucii of sertimet, In Lia semi-
patarnal effection for thae young Eloi
wnan, to ramind us of the lowe that makes
us humsn .

ALl right, ! s ioplying some
grazation of quality, of difficulty, in af
works. dell, 1 think thara is such a
grajation and that evalusiing sf in terms
of its auitability Cor children of

Fvery teacher and college

particular agas can, indeed, tell us a
good deal about the materizl itaell.

I do not belleve that aryone can
succoslully demonstrate tnat Joln
Wyndhan's books have tha depth and scope
of Clarka, Fehl and Kornvluth, Vonnegut,
P. K, Dick, Cariwginer Smith {to name s
fow). 4ad amlls and Yerne, for all trat
Uy pioneersd af writing, cannol compete
with the best of the later men in the
f1eld whan It wmnes Lo ateer power to
mova the intallect via the imagination.

Children unerringly opt for the gaod
yarn, tha exciting story, wtich does not
damand the resources of the matirs oind
16 appreciate pnilosophicsl speculatlons
wbhich cnly an adult can tackle and take
pleadure in tackling, Thus, If they
plek Wyndrar in prefareice to Vonnegut,
it talls ua somathisg chat our critical
facultlea snould nave plready told us.

Kytna and fairy tales for the five
to tens, tien, and capllalize the delight
Lhese can inapire by aoving 4 atep or two
into f and no more. Jater to the taste
tor starias which d not o tao far
beyond the familiar and ullimately mome
young pecple will @ake it to the moat
demanding, and most rewarding, writers.

iAbove all, I find 1t mast reassuring
that thirteen to fiftean year olds had,
in oy alx years of working with thea, twno
topacial favourives {n af books: Lhe
w Tiog, ard fhe Sjlver Logusts,

1iked them hecause Lie sophasis in
both, whatever the astting, is firmly on
human velues and a compassionate preasnt-
ation of husm feelins and bohaviour,

Thie inatinctive appreciation of tha
easential quality of litérature i the
baais of proper understanding of, ard
diacrisination among, that body of
writings we call sciance (iction.

- Jdaho Jegupten
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NIE JASKKED ORRIT
by John Bruiner
(S1dgwick & Jackson, £1.75)

Not infrequently we have seen
attempts Lo portray the naar future
both in science {ic¢tlon and in other
media.  guregd Orbit laoks at tha
USL during the early twenty-firat
century, It 1s ar extrapulation
vitich biles with a frightening
reality.

The plot background ineludes the
1ikely technicsl developments in
computing and ¢cammuniestinn science,
rather supriaingly ignoring probable
viological/gen=tic advances. 4t the
same tise, the soclological pattern
haa shown a marked deterioration, wdih
inereasing insanity, insecurity and
general failure of people ta fit into
the age of a coaplex machine civiliz-
ation, Black Power has achieved
conalderable success and powerful
bleck encluves are ap iwportant factor
in Amcrican lile, The current
obse3aion with owning guns tas been
intenaified with the Jottachalk
organization encouraging unrest and
aclling waapons to both black and
white populationa.

Brunner auperhly shows the impact
of tha period in hia character

development, The erort crisp chapters

contributewel] to a grasp of the brittle
inter-relationships wnich appear and
becoms steadily core complex.

tatthew ‘lamen im a U television
columnist, presenting expnse progracmes,
and whose wile 13 confined to a
fortress-like mental hospital. Anotoer
Inmale 13 darry Kadison, a negro, who
posseases an @bnormal talend for alter-
ing electronic clrcuitry. The hospltal
13 headed by Or. Mogshack, who himself
exhibits odd benaviow .,

Whilst in a consultative trance at
tne hospital, Lyla Clay, a zirl oracle,
praduces A series of cryptic oessages
which may hold the solution to the
whole situation, =nd then the trance
ends in nesr disaster,  They amidst
New York riots, Lhe viriows characters
are drawn togetier into the climax.

lavier lonroy, a sociologist and
one of the few balanced people in the
story who jercleves raality, appears in
the role of father rizurefdmirnun ta
this final asaemoly of charactersa, out
the key to the +hole plot is held by
Hadixon, and tnare are some atrange
revelat1oas 1n the last pages.

1f we could snatch a Yictorian to
the rreeent day and allow iz o reas
a newspaper, Yie would be baffled by
such words aa disc jockey, akinmead or



hippie. Ihe Jageed Obit quite logically
introduces a new vocabnlary of its own;
axamples - knees, kneeblanka, and spocl-
pigeon. In tha early stages of the bodk
the resder is facad with sifting the
meaning Iran tne conlexi, bul it is an
intriguing puzzle which 1 enjoyed.

In my view, this {s 3r important book
for Brumer, since it re-emphasizes his
cypabilities and craft skill in weaving
togetner complex situationa of people amd
hackgrounds .

~ Hoy Mortimxre

A HRIVATE JUEIWS
by hilip Jose Farwer
{Sprere, 25p)

tnvisage a tostr shaped world of sany
levels separated by wonolithic cliffa, on
top of each cliif snotrer worlds and
anothe r cl1ff. kach level 13 different:
A Garden of “den, Atlantean, Amerind - and
on tha topr in the pa*ace of the planet's
vuler, the Lard, As & bonus, in tre
green akies hangs a moon made to resemhle
Burrougha' (ER, not William) Baracom.

This and otier worlds were created by
the Lards, lmmortal, powerful beings wiao
make their own private universes apd
peopla tiem witih oan and beasts captursd
from their own habitat or synthesized in
theiy biolabs. Transdimsnslonal “gates™
connect the universes and pointa within
them. The Lards may be god-like in power
but are the réverse in morality: viclouws,
arrogant, suspicious, they spend much of
thelr Lime plotting egairnst one anotrer.

They use techniques trey do not
urderstand; they are scavengers, rob
innovators. In this third book in the
meriea® we find out why, A1) the Lord
meientists were killed In a dispatrous
wor with their own cre#astions, tha Ballers,
beings who can deatroy the brain ol
another and transfer their own

perscialities into the blank croated. A
few surviving Bellers now invade the

tower world.

This book seems marginally less
succeafull than the Mirst btwc larzely
becaupe the protagoniat, Kickaha, an
ex-eartiman, 1s — to »¢ - a leas
sympatnetic c.aract-r bthan the herc of
the first two, Wolff, the lard wao 1lived
on Emrch and learnt human emotions,

It wouli be worth reading this book
for the concepts alons. Ky advice 1s to
real them 3ll, stralght through from
Ihe Mager of Upiverses, and the end
provides a hook on whie at lesst ane more
book must surely be hung,

- Brian A. Rolls.

4+ The serias qurrently consists of —

‘ehi:vd Tog .alls of Terra

The [1rst three have been published in the
UK by Sphere, The end af the last
indicates that Farmer aas a sequel in
mind, if not in nand - Ed.

THE HEAVEHN BAKERS
by Frenk Herbert
(New English Library, 30p)

The Heaven Makgrs originally saw
peblieation durding 1946 a3 a Lwo-part
serial in Amazing. The Chem are a
technelogically highly-sdvanced race of
anpathic humanoid creaturcs who have
attained virtual imoortality. They
anploy their command of physical and
psychological sciance Lo nerd and
manipulate the intelligent inhabitania of
a plurality of worlds, including the
Larth, for the purpose of providing
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entertainnent to stave of f the constant
nesenis of every lamortal being - borsdam.

The gleaning and dissesination of thia
mataris) 1¢ left in ths hands of poworful
entraprensurs mich as the imsensely
succesful Fraffin, whosa hunting ground ia
the Earth, However, Fraffin's opsraticas
have attracisd the attention of the
Primacy, the supreme authority among the
Chem, who suspect him of oriminal
malprectice and dispatch an undereaver
agsnt to inveatipgate,

It is not until chapter four that we
are introduced to the novel's chief muman
protagondst, Dr. Androcles Thurlow, e young
Americaan psychologist who has recently
suffarsd o sericus eye Infury, foreing him
to wear epagteclea with specially polarized
lanses, Thurlow later turns cut to be an
Imune, abla, wWith tha aid of his doctared
Slanses, to pierce the Crom invieibility
shield and watch a Cham camers crew film
the arreat of ¢ wifs-murderer who 16 aleo
the father of Thurlow's forwer girlfriend,
now Mra. Auth Hudson,

The plot moves forward frem 7ere at a
atendy, if ot times scmewt.at padastrian,
pace, and is shared up and snlivensd by the
author's sdroit interpolation of hackground
material concerning the Cham, eursly one of
the sore fascinating alien raced O appear
in recent af. HNot a classic, The Heayep
Makers ie pevertheless s 10lldly

constructed af thriller in t's Frank Herbert

tradition and well worth reading,
- Grahan Andrews.

VORMAN 19
by dobert Silwerberg
(S1dgwiek & Jackman, £1.50)

In order to jepict s future socciety,
it has baen a oommon device from w How
borld to Stranter in a Stranm land to use

the reactions of a character alienated
fram {t by time or space.

Aobert Silverberg offers an entartaining
variaticn on the thems, The world is
aur own in 199%, a recognizahle descendant
of 1970: nothing very tateatrophic has
happenad, but neither has utopia set in.
Into all thie drope (litarally) the
cutsider, the man from 2999, ¥Yarnanel9.

He 19 an eanigma, Is he genuine or
a brilliant poaeur? Asked about the
survival of religioua, politicsl or
seoncmie institutions ha ingenuously - oy
maliglously - says his world knows
nothing of than, he refuses detajls, 1s
uninterssted in proving his genuineas end
carelasp of his iwpact an individuals or
aagiety. The events following
Varnar=19'a appegrence are related with
dry cyniclam by Leo Garfield, a
dielllusicned adddle—aged high energy
phywicist, conscious that his beat work
1o benird him.

Profeasionally written ard highly
readsble. Same scenes are mamcradle,
1coe hilarious; tha ricots of the
Apocalyptists, who aliim timt the world
will end in 2000 and urge totsl hedonism;
the trip to the Stock Exclangs with 1ta
meaningless activity; the visit to tha
automated brothel, Deaper meanings?
Parhaps that svcryena carries the sesdis
of his own destrustien - ell that
Yornan=19 or anycne else can do is axpose
tha,

A resscnable dprinkling of sax alio =
when 1 atarted resding 31 I was nevar sure
that the moiantist knew vhat to dovdth
tm girl ha got on the last page, but
Garfield isa positively caprina.

- Brian 4. Rolls.



ECHO ROUND RIS BINES
by Thomas K. Dipch
(Panther, 25p)

Nany sf writers fall into one or the
other of twe mwain catezories. There are
thoss wo incline to "hard" sclence
(typified by writers who first made their
mark in the L0's), and those whio arc more
concerned to write "literature™, The
category 1nto widch s writer [alls
obvionaly has something to do wdth hila
ajucation, but 1t protably has more to da
witn temperament. Coleridge sald that
everyuna wa1 born either an Ariatotalian o
a Plstonist.

Disch 13 e¢learly a Platonlst.
obviously one of that saall ;youp of
writers whase wark cne would offer ¢o a
conventionaliy educated detractor of the
genro,

lis 1ia

In Echo Round His Sones it 1s ilncet
me {f Disch hed gone aut of his way to show
his contempt for the Ariatotelians. e
n#ar "nervous cracklings and hucumng sounds
vagusly susgeative of electricity, or, at
least, of Sciance.* The dannee of the
novel is the invention of a matter
transmitter by sn elderly sclsmtist who has
a young ani beautiful wife (yeal)., This
ancient fictional device produces, as a
side effect, chuatly duplicates of the
bodies and materials tranamicted by 1ts
ald, ani tre plot turns upon the attempts
of charactera in this "sscondary"” world to
prevent & holucaust in the "primery” world.

Very well, Let us accapt that the
Aristotaliens will be offerded by the
absaice of "hard™ aclerce of an extra-
polatory kind. 4t ahout the clatonie
delighta of a more literary nature?

and here i3 an even .reater shock,
On thoe second page we sre told "This
captain, who wi 1]l b# the hero of cur
history,.." Un the third page we are
asked "Does this meen that our hero is on
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the stupid side?"™ We are back wdth
Thackeray {(whoae best—inown novel was
being read by the poor man in Descending),
and a8 we Wrn the pages we ¢xpect to be
button-holed and addreased as the

*gentle resder.”

Soms of this [ooling around i3
intaresting, simply because it ls a writer
of Disch's status who i3 acting the fool.

There 13 the curiously non-commital and
ashiguous deseription of charactar, and
blatant Intervention by the guthar to
Justify a character's rsaction. Some
of the ideas are intriguing, although
they are not Jeveloped in detail -
charactera in the “sacondary” world are
lfigures of alienation and exiatentialist
angat, and they sece the architecture and
caonventiona of the “primary"™ world as
they “really” are, I liked the invent—
1on of the personalized novel , in which
the haro/heroine has the same name 23
the reader.

My advice 13 to read [irat tne
briliiant novels {Tha ggnocidgs and Cemp
Congentrytion) and the worderful short
storiea lco]_lecwd in Undar Compulaion).
Then you can read Egho Ragnd Kls Bonea
as a jJeu dleapirit, 11 you take this
Diach [irst you might be put off tha
main course.

= Mark Adlapd



THE CITY OAELLZS
by Charles Vlatt
{Stdgwick & Jackson, E1.25)

A primory tandency of sf nas besn an
extrapolation of today's problems into the
(ramework of a hypothetical future. From
an Intallectunl point of view it has always
been necessary Lo expose by every availabla
means the character of the facade we call
our cultural envirogent and to [orce its
recognition at all costa.

The trouble with projecting into the
futura is the curious [acl trat what may
spem "important™ now fails to have the same
impact in [ifty or one hundred ysars time.

The opendng section of The Qity
Dwellers is particularly pertinent. when
mralleled with the follaming quotalion,
datad about 1805 -

"Hawing scen Lt periormed by e
select party of forei:ners we could
not help rellecting how uncasy an
Englisl, mother would be ta sce her
daugliter to famillarly treated, and
atill more to witneaa the obliging
sanner in which the freedoa ia
returned by the famales.”

This indignaticn was levellad at the
German dancc of "modern invention® ealled
the waltzl

The first thewe of Platt®s quartet
concerns the problems of succems and
pressures of 1livin: for @ 71st Century
pop-star. Here "pop™ im an extension of
the curreit "scene’, The craations Sroy,
Owen and Cathy are of today. [latt has
virtually taken that blushing maiden [rom
1R05 and projected her into 1970. The
corrupting influence of the degrading waltz
becomés ludicrous.

Plati's treme that the City is killing
man, mentally and physically, ia very valid
today. Bub the atbempt to praduce a 21st
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cantury culture from our problems doesn't
Juite come off,

The quality of writing varies widely
Irom tha "best® of Wamans Own to passages
which will move tha nnderstanding reader
beyond what 13 often expected from af.

An uneven, uneasy work, but still
recomendad .

~ David . Wood

THE ShUGES UF DEATH
by Fichael Foarcock
(Sohers, 25p)

The copyright of this novel ifi.dlcates
that it was wrizten four yrars ago;
worder 1f Moorcock wonld have written it
in this "deliserately fomal style* taday.

The plot of The Slores of

{originally The Tilicht um)"uﬁ n'nor

the distant future vhen the Larta haa
atopred rotating; one side {s now
permantntly in darkness. Cver thres
numred years mave elapsed sinze the
cataatroche that st1lled the tarth and
during tiat time a perfect soclety has
evolved in the world of day, liowsver,
those wha 'ave eurvivel now learn tiat due
tn & e¢ertain radlacion the entire human
race is sterile. Faced #itn raclal death
the 1ndividus]l can do one of two things;
{face the prospsct of extinction resolutely
vhile attempting to crcatively determine
the future, or lapse into some
anacathetizing routine, Clovis Harea,
¢hild of incest from the twilight zone,
chooaes the (ormer and cmbarks on a search
(or the jmmortal genius, Orlande Sharvis,

The theme of thia book 18 perhapa
best explained by Fdchael Mooreock in hia
Introduction:

"Primarily, the story ia about
fenr and its results. The symbolise



in 1t is not obazure and Tay even be a bit
too obvious fop some. The (ear, in this
casce, 1s the fear of Jeath anl U.e despair
that comes with it. Essentially the
novel ia still tic and extravagant
but I now think the view it takes is
paychologically reslistic in the descript-
jon of the perfect macisaty and how it can
decline rapidly once its'freedam from frar!
i removed.

The manner of Adol! hitler's rise to
power in a Jermny desigred as = perfect
demccracy was not my model, though I now
see Lnat there are paralisls in the noval.
1 an preacking no moral in the story, I
am not seying that wtat happens to the
various characters 1s a zood tndug or a
bad thing: 1'm simply trying to show that,
in my experiance, this is what would
happan to them gnd their socivty when
faced wath the knowdedze of inescapadile
Tacial death. The story divides into two
halves, toe first half dealing with the
goneral sffect, tne second dealing with the
particular effect,"

Altvouglh I certainly esjoyad reading
Noorcock®s views of the perfect society in
decline I xr not cunvined thut it is
paychologically reslistic. In this novel
Hooreock envisases a historical optimiam whick,
to mo, 1s crude determinism, The opinion 1s
expressed that truth and 2ood became that which
i3 merely useful for survival; eawvery event is
part of a logically inevitable sejuence »hich
1s indifferent to personal iy, Objective
paychology cannot tell us the whole truth about
man who 1s tre subjective sources of 3ll tnat he

doas and fa. The notion of simple and
inevitable laws governing human existence suens
inappropriste, However, I thought that

tichael Koorcuck utilizes the craracter of the
scientist Orlando Sharvia supeprbly to fulfil
the idealistis concept that scie.ce is fuld of
oontradiction and Liat altiough it may oe
practically useful 1t i# not Lim medium to show
the true natura of things.

- Kevin OU'alley

HIGHT WALK
by Bob Shaw
{New =nzlish Library, 25p)

#ith four books off the presses
and regular a;pears.icos in the
magazien, Job Shaw mizht well e
dea¢ribed as e claseic example of
the ™local hoy makes good®,

Earth ships have aprea:d acrosa
space, traverding the blind rezicns
of nul-space by “partala” whicih
nave fixed co-ordisates to laad
them to the planets beyond. But
Earth is durating at the seama, and
gearching for new planets, Just a3
eagzer is tne now-i-dependent barth
colony of amm Luther, And the
arize that hoth seek, the
¢o=oridratas for 3 portal Hehind
which lies an =mpty tarth-Lype planet,
is 4n the hands of the Zom Luther
mvernment.

3ut also in the mind of Earth
agent Sem Tallon; and wlern his syes
ar4 destroyed by one of his cmn
Lutheran parauers und he 1s sent to
a prisaon camp, he realizes thmt e
had to got back to &irts with the
infarmation tiat could save it. [ha
"how” makes for a fast, exciting read
as Tal'an makes his "blind™ treck
acress e Lutwr, his enemies
porsuing, his aid 3 pair of electronie
gignt-aids which lock onta toe
vision of other pecjle and beinzs hs
CoGeS a:r33s, 50 that it seec
through their eyes...

Strictly in the rasic could of
af adventure, this would whlle awsy
a train fourey very enjoyably.
But if you are lockdng fur deep,
significant reading this isn’t it,

- Roger <addington



SEVEN STEPS Tu Mz SUN
8y Fred and Geoffray Hoyle
{Heinemann, £1,50)

& writer - Mike Jeroms - has an idea
for an sf televi=ion series; and suddenly
it starts happening to him. He Juops
ten-year leapa into the future, finding
himself in ever strangar situations after
=ach temporal disloaction. Each scenario
reveals a progressively-disintegrating
world and, @8 one inhabitent camplaing,
the mistake can be traced back to the
(609 = Jercme's “mrasent”™ - and the
fatlure of the goversments of the time to
&0 anything about the popnlation explosion.

T read Lbe hoylas' novels without
expacting o0 much, and I am always more
than happy. #hile many of writers - new
wave and otrerwise - are busily trying to
convince themselyes Liat they can wpits,
the Hoyls fapily is calmly turning cut
gaod entertainment wWth & sound zclentific
basis. Fred'a physics is, of course,
wichallengavla, and Jeoffrey's writing is
unspectacular. Jood fun, without oo
mich straln on the senees.

- Kichael Kenward

TV OPeli THE SKY
By Rabert Silverberg
(Sphere, 30p}

Silverberg 1s cne of those campetent
writers who turnm ocut a consiatsnt,
unending stresm of enjoyable fiction.
Sredible plets, attentlon to character-
ization, mnd a facile atyle cambine to
prajuce a good read by most people'a
standards,

QL? Sky we are shown the
cunnsitles o :}hi century Eartn by the

simple but effective device of follawing a
Martian on a conducted tour, (Mars has
been terraformed, Venus is habitable by

modified humins.)

The 0ld religions save lost thelr
grip, An sclectie, syntnetic creed haa
dispensed with the wysticism of former
religions and replaced it wdth a scientifie
mysticism, The Varsters worship at
altars which glew with cobalte60, and they
chant the Llectromagnatic Litsny -
"Blessed ba K-rays, sacred to Roentgsen...”
ete. Vems i3 in the hands of the
Harponists, a breakawny creed which derives
much of its presige from the para-normal
powers of “espersz". The Jorsters and tie
Harmonists are [inally reconciled and
coabine their camplimentary talents to
lawnch man to the stars.

- Mark Adlard

BZST SF STURLSS FROY B4
Ed, by Wichael tioorcock
{Panther, Z5p)

ARLSS &

This sixth collection from ew sorlis
tard Science Eantasy) of 1965-69 13 not up
to the standard of 4 and 5, bot it 1a stald
worth reading. But to call it a science
fiction collection is really to call the
stories sopething that mary of thes are not.

raviiy by flarvsy Jacobs, to take sn
example, i g very good story of a men
making love to an aatronant’s wife while
they watch har husband on TV. 1t is not
of and 1 do not think the author ever
regarded it as such,

Categorizing can even diminish a
piece. Lanzdon Jomes' The Eve of tine

Lens is possibly tha best thing in the

book and it simply defiep categories.
obaeszlonal detail bullds vp an almost
sculptural effect which reminds me of
Nervim Peake, But as a atory it is what
it 1s and no more,

Ies

ere, also, do you place Jerry



Cormelius? This gollection contains a
splendid short plece by Michael Nonrcack
placing Jerry in the Urient, bub that is
not quite my meaning.

There are, it is true, fow
thorougrly traditional sf storlas, all
readadle. Une wilch seems to me Lo have
peen unjustly neglected since its first
appesrarce in 1966 is A Map Muat Die by
Juhn Clute, a powerful tale of a long
starship wyage and the offect an the ane
man who 1s awake. Hilary Baily's
In Segson's zar seems to me Lo have been
ovurtaken hy avents, and thc fact ttat
events have not happened this way, wiile
Teaving a powerful and moving story, tend
to weakcn the impact.

= Vic Hallett

BSFA LIBRARY

The 35FA has an extensiwe library
which manbers can borrow from for a
nomina) ¢iarge. Library address:
viins &, vash, 2% Rangemore icad, Mossley
dill, Liverpool L1E€ 4.,

NOVACON 1

Vernon drown and the Aaton Univeraity
SF group are planning a 2-day sf conventinn
at the Ioperial kotel, Birminghsm, over the
weekend of 13th/L.th November, 2971.  SO0p
will secure rezistration and progress
raporks fram the chairmin, Yernon Srown,
Room 623, Univeraity of Rston, Birmdngham,

BSFA MAGAZINE LIBRARY

The BSFA maintainns a Library of US
and DK scicnce fictlon magazines {rom
which members can borruw fur a nomlnal
charge,  Library addreas: J. Bowman,
Balinoe, ardgay, Hoss-shire, Scotlard,

NEW WORLDS RESURGENT

For the avant garde, a spe.ial
"subscriber's issue” of the old New Worlds
announced that the magazine is to appear
in papernack format as iew worids Juarterly
beginning in June 1971, publisted by
Sphere 1n the UK, and by Berkley 1: the USA,

SCIENCE FICTION FOUNDATION

In associatdon vith the Department of
applied Fhilesephy at the dortiv Sast
London Polytechnlc, there 1a now a Sclance
fiction Foundation, Adms uf the Foundat-
i{an include collesting tozether
bibliographic material, originel
marmacripta and author's personal papers,
and making this material availanle to
writers, students and academics.

1t 1a expected tint the existence of
the Sclance Figtion Foundation will
generate 4 variety of activities -
exhibitions, seminars, visiting lectures
and research projects ~ al) of wideh will
cut acroas interdiseiplinary boundaries
wikhin tne Folyteehnic.






